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Wealth and Material Success in Christianity and Buddhism
Introduction
Wealth and material success have been one of the controversial topics in religion, attracting multiple analogies across the globe. Wealth basically is a status of having an economic power or capital privileges, above others. The abundance of valuable belongings has however changed its ultimate meaning, particularly on the spiritual circles. Ideally, most of the religious kinsmen believe wealth accumulation to be a contract fulfilment of adhering to spiritual submission. However, a substantial group of people associate scarcity with devout rigidity. (Quyen, 2013)  
Reviewing Buddhism relation to wealth and material success has been quite matchless. Rationally, extreme wealth and a spendthrift approach of life can develop into a foundation of accessory, creating a fear of loss and of never-ending thirst. With Buddhism, their perspective is different. Generally, they do not equate wealth with a state of being free from suffering but rather as privileged status to help others. Although there are thoughts contrary to such belief especially if the wealth is gained illegally. 
With Christianity, the relationship with God is equally associated with happiness. From the prospects of prosperity theology, it is almost certain to hold wealth and material success as a reward of being faithful and of good deeds. However, criticism as cropped up on Christianity, relating it to the spiritual improbability of its reward correlation, making it popular to those seeking advancements socioeconomically.  In this study, there will be concepts cutting across different perceptions of wealth and material success for both Christianity and Buddhism and how well they have been accustomed to people's lifestyles. Buddhism and Christianity have different perceptions when it comes to the way they generate and use, wealth and material success.
Buddhism Perceptions
To start with, Buddhist believes wealth is  faultless if it is rightfully obtained without hurting others. The Noble Eightfold Path is closely tied with living on an honest path including the ways of gaining wealth and helping others with the wealth. Dubious ways of possessing material success like violence, corruption, lying, deception or the wrong motivation, can be considered to be a wrong livelihood. 
Generating Wealth
When it comes to accumulating wealth, Buddhist Scriptures recommends individuals to be double eyed to the world. This means that one has to focus on wealth (earthly profit) and ethics. Their scriptures expound further of the different people we have towards gaining wealth, the blind, single-eyed and double eyed. (Ray, 2017)
First, the blind people are regarded as those who do not differentiate between good or bad, and they are not entitled to any wealth or even know how to generate. This generation is the worst of all scenarios. The single-eyed however, know how to generate wealth but with culpable means, they do not know what is bad or good either. They lack ethics since their means are associated with violence, wrong motives and or theft. Lastly, we have the double-eyed. These individuals are depicted, to be honest in their ways of gaining material success.
Use of Wealth
Apart from the guidelines for generating wealth, there is additional advice on how to use wealth. The concept of double eyed individuals is justified on how well the use their blessing to inspire or dispirit others. Wealth in Buddhism is viewed as a two-way possibility, it could be a burden if one is obsessed with it or a blessing to those who adhere on wise channels. 
Some of these wise channels are on making the family happier, paying employees, offering to the gods or deceased kin, gifting righteous individuals and defending the loss of wealth. Additionally, Buddhism discourages selfish usage of wealth, like in gambling or drunkenness. Such egotistic individuals are symbolized as forest pool in a haunted forest, “the water cannot be drunk and nobody dares to use it”
Christianity Perception
Being one of the largest religions, the perceptions of wealth acquiring and use are quite different Christianity than any other religion. This difference has been influenced by three major ideological groups. They include those who view wealth and materials success as a product of faith, as a hindrance to faith and as a sin to faith.  
Generating Wealth
Those who view wealth as a sign of faith are often subjected to see wealthy Christian be evil. This is according to Kahan (2009), who emphasizes the psychological aspect of reward, being viewed as a distortion pattern for those who are poor to turn out being the truly blessed ones. Wealth being a hindrance to faith with Christians is highlighted as the inability to surrender wealth and follow Jesus. According to the Bible, the words of Jesus intricate "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!".  Thirdly for those who view wealth as a product of faith have strongly believed in being rewarded for their deeds. Such an analogy is based on the prosperity gospel that advocates for wealth and material success being a fulfilment of a promise, which is based on being faithful and obedient to God's laws. Generally, with reference to the Bible, there is a Christian-like attitude that should be followed by Christians in the way to being rewarded (generating wealth) are to seek the things of God with all their heart, be righteous and set their heart to find wisdom, and everything else; wealth, will be added
Use of Wealth
There is no much conceptual difference in using wealth from Buddhism. In fact, with Christianity, following the Parable of the Five Talents, the use of wealth is merely a subsidiary or an added advantage when it comes to helping people in need. Wealth rather is profitable if it was established on personal talent or gift. Bradley (2012), elaborates that success in the biblical context is equated to accountability on how well, your gift was exercised to bless other.   
However, Christians are encouraged to be generous regardless of what they have as a way of attracting more blessings. They believe that the hand that gives is the same hand that receives, thus more rewards…possibly leading to wealth. In addition, it is the law to give out 10% of the total material success to God; the virtuous people, as a way of appreciation or offering.
Conclusion
Having reviewed both parties extensively, we can conclude that there is indeed a difference between Christianity and Buddhism concepts regarding generation and use of wealth and material success. What stands out to be common is the use of positive elements on acquiring and using wealth, inspired by spiritual scriptures.
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